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 Protected areas (such as National Parks and Biodiversity 
Reserves) are areas designated by law where no industrial 
development (such as forestry, mining, hydro) is allowed 
 

 Crees have the right to hunt, trap and fish and practice the 
Cree way of life in protected areas.  These rights supersede or 
“come above” protected areas or parks legislation  
 

 The powers to create protected areas rests with the 
Government of Québec (MDDELCC and MFFP for Parks) 
 

 Most of the existing  protected areas in Eeyou Istchee were 
established in the 2003–2009 period. In 2015, a few more areas 
were added to the network 

 
 Some protected areas were developed in collaboration with 

the Crees, however many were done with inadequate 
consultation and Cree input into decision making 
 

 
 
 
 
 





 To address this issue, the GCC-CNG Council/Board 
passed a Resolution in 2012 creating the Eeyou 
Protected Areas Committee (EPAC), creating a 
coordinated regional approach for Cree engagement 
in protected areas planning 
 

 This Committee has reps from all 10 Cree 
communities, the CTA, the Youth Council, and the 
CNG Environment and Cultural Depts. Has met 5 
times 
 

 CNG Environment Dept. provides coordination and 
technical support. The Cree Regional Conservation 
Strategy (CRCS) was developed working with the 
EPAC 
 
 



 

To maintain strong ties to the Cree cultural heritage and 
way of life, and sustain biodiversity by creating a large, 
interconnected network of conservation areas in Eeyou 
Istchee.  This will be achieved through Cree leadership in 
conservation planning 

 

 

 

 



1. To create an interconnected network of 
conservation areas of cultural and ecological 
importance for the safeguarding of biodiversity 

 

2. To conserve wildlife populations and enhance food 
security for present and future generations 

 

3. To ensure full Cree participation in conservation 
planning and management 

 

4. To ensure that Cree knowledge, culture and land 
management systems play a central role in 
conservation initiatives 

 

 

 

 

 



5. To build Cree capacity for 
conservation planning and 
management 
 

6. To ensure that Cree Youth are 
engaged in all stages of the 
Strategy 
 

7. To integrate conservation science 
principles and build in resilience 
to climate change 
 

8. To ensure that the Strategy is 
adaptive and based on the best 
available knowledge 

 
 
 



    COMMUNITY-LEVEL  PLANNING 

  

 Work with Chief/Council, 
tallymen, land users, Elders and 
others identify priority areas for 
protection 

 

 Decisions about which areas are a 
priority for conservation comes 
from the community level. CNG 
provides technical and advisory 
support 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



      REGIONAL AND WATERSHED LEVEL PLANNING 
 

 Eeyou Protected Areas Committee (EPAC) provides a forum for exchanging 
ideas, providing guidance and support for protected areas planning, inter-
community initiatives, collaborating with neighboring aboriginal nations, 
regional governments, researchers, ENGOs etc. The CNG is providing 
support for this regional level work 
 

 Opportunity exists to liaise with EIJBRG Natural Resources Committee on 
Cat. 3 protected areas initiatives 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

• Example: CNG - Nature Conservancy of 
Canada collaboration to build GIS based 
conservation planning decision support 
tools.  

 
• This provides options for discussion for 

both regional and community level 
protected areas planning 



 Need for harmonizing many planning scales: the trapline 
(family hunting territory) level, the community level (all 
traplines connected to a Cree community), watershed 
level, and the regional level (Eeyou Istchee as a whole)  

 

 Need to try to harmonize Cree priority protection areas 
with  the Government of Québec’s planning units (or 
Ecological Reference Framework) 

 

 

 







Natural province Natural regions 



 While there are many challenges, the CRCS provides a 
framework to help guide collaborative work internally and 
with Québec and other partners 

 

 Community level planning is underway. Working with Québec 
to achieve 20% Plan Nord protection objective by 2020  

 

 The Cree focus so far has been mostly on areas highly valued 
collectively, and that are abundant in wildlife and have always 
provided subsistence for the Crees  

 

 A future step will be to look at larger network of conservation 
areas or zoning, in the context of more comprehensive land use 
planning, where economic development and conservation 
interests and needs can be analyzed and balanced to meet the 
needs of present and future generations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 CRCS document available at: www.eeyouconservation.com 
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